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ECMC’s 2018 Motorcycle Weekend
Yeah, it feels like the winter that won’t end… but a little bird
told us that in a few days, spring will break and we’ll be on the
road again!
Therefore, it’s time to sign-up for Empire City MC’s
“Motorcycle Weekend”, our four-day event (including
formation ride up and ride back) held in the beautiful Finger
Lakes region of New York State.
The Run Application is on the last page of this newsletter with
all the details you need; however, it’s kind of obvious that at a
run-fee of $40/per person, this is a bargain! Run fees under
$100 haven’t been seen since the 80s!
Of course, this event is a bit restrictive. All participants must:




Be male
Arrive by motorcycle
Pay the $40 run fee

If you’ve never been before, don’t miss this one! Who knows
how much longer we can do this! We’re all getting older and
hosting an event like this is a lot of work.
We will not be going to the Lima Country Club this year, as the
restaurant will no longer be open on Friday. ☹ However,
K.K. (who has prepared the meals for all of our prior
Motorcycle Weekends) will be busy in the kitchen again!

Planning for ECMC’s 55th Anniversary has begun
Every five years, Empire City MC hosts a series of special anniversary events with the two crown jewels
being 1) a week-long ride to somewhere and 2) an in-town run weekend with dinner aboard a yacht which
goes around the island of Manhattan! In 2014 we went to the Iron Horse Motorcycle Lodge in Deal’s Gap,
NC. In 2004, we went to the Green Mountains and White Mountains in Vermont/New Hampshire. Where
will we go in 2019? All I can reveal at this point is that it will be fun!

“Kink & Consent” #MeToo!
There was a bit of a diatribe in another club’s newsletter about “Kink & Consent”, which
addressed “unwanted sexual contact” in various environments (i.e. runs, bars, parties).
I don’t know if it’s because I’m old now, or what, but this has become silly. I’ve seen postings
on facebook from someone (whom shall remain nameless here) who went a Jockstrap Party at
The Eagle and was greatly offended when another patron gently slapped his exposed ass.
From the level of complaining, you’d swear that he had been dry-fucked in the bar! Is it me, or
has this gone a bit too far once again?
When I started going to leather bars, it was not unusual for a top to go up to a bottom flagging
a hanky and getting exactly what they wanted right there in front of everyone. Flagging black
on the right? You might get a paddle, whip or belt across your back-side! How about yellow?
Expect to get wet. Light blue? A cock
might be shoved down your throat without warning.
Yes, there are some people that you might not want to touch/play with
you, and you can always say no for any reason or no reason at all – BUT, if
you’re wearing a jockstrap and nothing else, one would expect that you’re
looking for some physical attention! Rather than being taken aback and
writing a #MeToo post on facebook, just politely say: “Sorry, I’m not
interested. I’m only wearing this jock because I’m a tease.” (or something
to that effect).
We’re men – correction, we’re leathermen! Let’s drop the pretences and
enjoy ourselves and life like we used to once again. Do not foster the
screechy queens that bitch about being touched/toyed with at a run, a
party or the bars. In the 70s, we’d reject them from our bars and send
them on their way to the many other gay bars that catered to twinks.

Phun with phones!
Harvard sentences are a collection of sample phrases that are used for
standardized testing of Voice over IP, cellular, and other telephone
systems. They are phonetically balanced sentences that use specific
phonemes at the same frequency they appear in English.
IEEE Recommended Practices for Speech Quality Measurements sets out
seventy-two lists of ten phrases each, described as the "1965 Revised List
of Phonetically Balanced Sentences (Harvard Sentences)." They are widely
used in research on telecommunications, speech, and acoustics, where
standardized and repeatable sequences of speech are needed. The Open
Speech Repository provides some freely usable, pre-recorded WAV files
of Harvard Sentences in American and British English, in male and female
voices.
Call to hear them: +1 858 651-5050 (long distance may apply)
These are the sort of things you might know if you’re a telephone enthusiast or a
“phreaker” (someone who hacks the phone system). If any of this interests you, you
might like the upcoming Telephone Collectors International Phone Show in Lancaster,
PA which will be 8th-9th June 2018. Go to http://bit.ly/PhoneShow2018 for information.
This show will not only feature actual telephones from across the last 100 years, but
also something called “Switcher's Corner” for those geeks (like me) that enjoy the backend (i.e. central office) of the telephone network. Today, with free software like
asterisk, you can power a telephone switch on your own home computer as a
background process or even on a Raspberry Pi (a computer the size of a deck of playing
cards!) You can run hundreds of SIP phones with voice mail and calling features for free – something that used to cost thousands
of dollars for most businesses to operate. If you like the old hardware, one member even has a working crossbar-5 in his
basement (photo left).

Motorcycle-Only Checkpoints Suck! Here’s how to avoid them.
As riding season approaches, it’s important that you are aware of and use
The New York Motorcycle & Scooter Task Force’s Twitter feed which
reports motorcycle-only checkpoints.
Subscribe to https://twitter.com/NYMSTF and ensure you enable text
messages for this Twitter feed! You can also report any Motorcycle-Only
Checkpoints to the NYMSTF by texting them. We’re all in this together –
let’s avoid being pulled over and having impromptu safety inspections!
Some history: The motorcycle-only checkpoints or MOCs started in 2007 as
simple revenge. In April of 2006, New York State Police Trooper Craig J.
Todeschini attempted to chase down a reckless speeder on a motorcycle.
His police-issued 4WD Chevy Tahoe SUV simply wasn’t the right tool to
chase down a 1000cc sport bike. His zeal exceeded his skills and the
capabilities of his equipment, and he died when he lost control of his truck
and struck a tree during the chase.
Not long afterward, a law was named after the deceased NYSP Trooper that created a new category of offense called “unlawful
fleeing.” Of course, fleeing was already unlawful but that’s typical politics. Try to solve a problem by making an illegal thing more
illegal.
So, a law was passed prohibiting unlawful fleeing. James Carncross,
already on probation for grand larceny, was quickly apprehended, tried
for and convicted of aggravated criminally negligent homicide, and
sentenced to a minimum of seven years in jail for the part he played in
Todeschini’s death. You would think that would more or less be the end
of it. You would be wrong.
Response to this incident by the NYSP, which was widely acknowledged
in law enforcement circles and elsewhere as categorical retaliation
against motorcyclists, was fairly prompt. Less than a year and a half
after Todeschini’s death, the country’s first-ever motorcycle-only
checkpoint – named “Operation 5060” in the memory and honor of
Todeschini’s badge number – was conducted on I-84 in East Fishkill, New
York by the NYSP and led by then- Sergeant J. Halvorsen. This operation
was a pilot – a blueprint for things to come.
Read more about the history of the discriminatory Motorcycle-Only
Checkpoints here: http://bit.ly/nycmcp

Don’t forget to register for

Excelsior MC’s
Fire Island Leather Weekend

Lust For Life 2018: ERECTOR
18th-20th May 2018
Register at: http://www.excelsiormc.com/fi-leather-weekend.html

The Last Word
After five Northeasters in March I thought Ol’ Man Winter would retire for three seasons. I got my bikes out and began Spring
maintenance, but the continued cold weather and rainy weekends have put off the year’s first ride. Still, the promise of warmer
weather has me anticipating getting that augural ride under my belt. I encourage you to review join ECMC in welcoming in the
riding season. All of ECMC’s upcoming rides and events are listed on our online calendar.
Additionally, I plan for 2018 to be a year of volunteerism for the club, giving back to the biker community and more generally to
the LGBTQ community at large. On April 7, ECMC volunteered as security for Night of 1000 Gowns to benefit God’s Love We
Deliver, which have been serving meals to individuals living with HIV, AIDS and other chronic illnesses for decades. It is truly a
worthy cause that deserves our support and yours! There will be opportunities throughout 2018 to volunteer at God’s Love We
Deliver and other worthy LGBTQ causes and charities with ECMC. Many of our social events, beginning with the annual ride to
The Ranch on Memorial Day weekend, are also fast approaching. Please check the ECMC calendar for these and other rides and
events and join us!
If you are interested in becoming a member of ECMC, come to our monthly meeting, which is held at The Center on 13th street
the first Wednesday of every month at 8:00 PM.
Ride hard, ride safe, ride often!
Aaron G.

Fri 20th April: Excelsior MC's Leather Happy Hour, Gym Bar, 167 8th Ave, New York, NY
Sun 29th April: RIDE: Hogs 4 Hope. Charity motorcycle run for the Ronald McDonald House.
Wed 2nd May 20:00 – 21:00: Empire City MC's Open General Meeting, held 8pm-9pm on the first Wednesday of each month at
"The Centre" 208 W 13th St, New York, NY 10011. All interested men and prospective members are welcome to attend. Always
check with the front desk/schedule to see which room we're booked into.
Fri-Mon 11th-13th May: RIDE: Aaron's 50th Birthday Ride
Fri-Mon 18th-21st May: Rochester Rams MC CanAm Weekend Invitational, Rochester, NY.
Fri-Mon 25th-28th May: RIDE: Empire City MC’s Motorcycle Weekend in the Finger Lakes!
Mon-Sat 4th-9th June: RIDE: Spartan MC present “Marathon 23”, their 50th Anniversary ride and celebration at Americade, Lake
George, NY! For more information, visit their website at http://marathon.spartanmc.com/
Wed 6th June 20:00 – 21:00: Empire City MC's Open General Meeting, held 8pm-9pm on the first Wednesday of each month at
"The Centre" 208 W 13th St, New York, NY 10011. All interested men and prospective members are welcome to attend. Always
check with the front desk/schedule to see which room we're booked into.
REMEMBER: There are plenty of other events and rides added to our official calendar on a regular basis, especially day rides!
Bookmark our official calendar at calendar.EmpireCityMC.com and come along with us on some great rides!
Our physical mailing address is:
X
Empire City MC
10 W 15th St, Suite 609
New York, NY 10011-6821
X
Empire City MC is a proud member of the Atlantic Motorcycle
Coordinating Council. For more information about membership
with Empire City MC, click here to view/download our
constitution, bylaws and membership application.
We’re on facebook at http://facebook.EmpireCityMC.com
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