
ECMC Branding Package
Hello KK,

ASPER our discussion on September 5, 2013 I have decided to submit the following concepts to guide the scope of the ECMC Branding Package Project. 

First and foremost I would like to thank you for your effort to help ECMC unify the club colors and logos.  We are a club that clings to tradition so forgive us if we prefer the status quo and may not always see your vision.
My goal is that this message will touch on a few points to guide your study so we pick our battles carefully.  Ultimately I leave the format of this branding package to you.  

1a. Critical Dimensions:

I have reviewed the PDF files you sent on 9/5/13. I gather that these files represent the current dimensions used for the ECMC back patch?  The Club will likely want to preserve these dimensions and use them going forward. 
It is important to justify this project by showing the variation in club colors.  Provide at least one example of differing dimensions on the club colors. A few older members have back patches were the dimensions are not consistent with what you have described in the size study.  Include the point that we need to agree on this information so we can have high resolution electronic versions of our logo to use for future events, promotions, and activities. 
 1b. Print and Font: 
I would suggest that you mimic the print and font of ECMC’s existing club colors.  So we have a very close match between sewn club colors and printed logos. 

1c. Colors:  Define the colors that are currently used in our back patch and logos. I consider this a third rail in club politics.  Do not consider changing the current colors used.    

2a. Alternatives:    
I can imagine that the club will need to make a simple choice.  Accept the newly defined club colors or consider a modified option.  I believe the club will choose to accept the proposal which closely matches the current format of the club colors.   

However, I do suggest that you offer a few options where the font is changed to improve visibility or readability.  I would stick to “EMPIRE CITY MC” on the patch.  

Why?  Maybe we can gain some traction?

This is a perfect chance to bring your expertise to the table. 

2a. cont’d Alternatives:

Explain the Pros and Cons to our current Club colors: 

PRO’s – Tradition, Consistency, I don’t like change, I like the current configuration, we have had this for 50 years I love it! 
CON’s
· Print along a circle is not easy to read.

· Print along a circle may tend to look like a symbol opposed to words. 

· Your comment about “PI” MC is noted. 

· After 50 years it is time change things up! 

We should request Chaz to provide some points on how our club colors differ from other riding clubs.  This is simply for information purposes.    
If the membership is not interested this is fine.  It is your responsibility to explore alternatives.

I would also suggest whipping votes in committee on this topic and request guidance from the ECMC president on how we present this information.
The ECMC Club “Cheese Grater” is not within the Scope of this project.
3a Usage: 

Addressing usage will be an easy aspect of the project since the Club does not have many conventions established 

I suggest that you point out poor choices made in the past and use your best judgments. 
Enjoy ;-)
4a Tag lines and Graphics
In the past ECMC has used tag lines with our logos on promotions and letterhead.  Tags such as: 

Established 1964 (Business Cards) 

Since 1964

Let’s Ride (Bottle Cap Openers)
 This is something I would bring to committee to decide the best Tag lines and Format. 

Anniversary Tag Lines (Needed) 

 1964-2014   
Graphics: The Leatherman riding on a motorcycle (Arm raised)

4b. Special Anniversary Logo:
I would suggest a special treatment of our Logo to celebrate of 50th Anniversary. 

This would be another opportunity to show some options.  
IE: our logo in gold color. 

As always offer a conventional design which is close to the current format along with new formats.

I think the club might me more open to modification to this logo to be used for the 2014 year/riding season.     
4c. Supporter Logo: 
The time is right to issue a supporter logo.  This will be an inexpensive more mainstream way to thank non-members for helping and supporting our events and causes.  These options will be communicated to the Vice President and so can decide how to present this information to the club.  
This logo will be used on awards, T-shirts etc. for friends of the club.
Regards, 

Joe Mitchell 
